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Lisa Scottoline invites web editing of her work-in-progress

Best-selling author Lisa Scottoline invites readers to edit her work-in-progress on her web site. Anyone can go to www.scottoline.com to edit a draft chapter of her upcoming legal thriller, MISTAKEN IDENTITY. Those interested in the way novels are written may now participate in the creative process, virtually. 

In a technical innovation, readers may edit the work-in-progress dynamically, using any web browser. Site visitors are able to alter text on-line and then submit changes directly to the author.

Editorial changes that make the grade will be incorporated into the final MISTAKEN IDENTITY, which will be published in the spring of 1999. Also, Scottoline will email all of the reader/editors a copy of the published version of the chapter, along with a general report about all editorial feedback, so they can see how others edited the same chapter.

"I think this is a terrific way to involve people in the creative process," says Scottoline. "I’ll learn what works in my draft chapter. Those submitting chapters will find out how theirs compared with others as well as the published version. I hope this will begin a dialogue about popular fiction and the way it's written. The web makes such a dialogue possible." 

Scottoline, who has been dubbed "The Female John Grisham" by People Magazine, is a former trial lawyer with a string of acclaimed legal thrillers. Scottoline won the Edgar Award, the premier award in suspense fiction for her second thriller, FINAL APPEAL. Her first novel, EVERYWHERE THAT MARY WENT, was nominated for the same high honor. Subsequent thrillers, RUNNING FROM THE LAW and LEGAL TENDER, were national bestsellers and received starred reviews in Kirkus and Publishers’ Weekly. Her most recently published book, ROUGH JUSTICE, was named People Magazine's "Page-Turner of the Week,” received starred reviews in both Kirkus and PW, and was a USA Today bestseller. Her books have been translated into over twenty languages.

